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Section 1. This Is LexisNexis ®  

Academic & Library Solutions  
More than three decades ago, LexisNexis Academic & Library Solutions (formerly CIS) began with a 

revolutionary product and a unique vision for the future of government information. That product, the 

CIS/Index to Publications of the United States Congress, brought dramatic changes to libraries and 

opened vast new research opportunities for information users worldwide. The vision was that 

government information would no longer be scarce commodity available to just a few Washington 

insiders, but a rich resource accessible to all. LexisNexis Academic & Library Solutions now offers a wide 

array of printed indexes, electronic databases, and archival microfiche collections that make vast 

information sources completely manageable. 

You can count on LexisNexis Academic & Library Solutions for: 

¶ Current, frequently updated information 

¶ Depth and breadth of authoritative full-text content 

¶ Accurate and precise indexing 

¶ Dedicated customer service, sales & training professionals 

¶ Toll-free 24/7 customer service to librarians for all Web products 

¶ World-class technological resources 

We are committed to providing librarians with premier research collections and reference solutions that 

will enable them to ensure the success of their students and researchers. For a complete list of 

offerings, please visit our Web site: www.lexisnexis.com/academic. 

  

http://www.lexisnexis.com/academic
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LexisNexis® Academic & 
Library Solutions is a 
leading publisher of 
academic reference and 
research collections for 
academic, high school, and 
public library markets. 
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Section 2. About LexisNexis Statistical Insight  
Find the statistics you need quickly and easily with LexisNexis Statistical Insight, the updated, redesigned 

version of the award-winning LexisNexis Statistical. 

This essential reference service puts millions of facts and figures at your fingertips, enabling you to 

search an endless variety of topics. Find national income and production statistics, retail and wholesale 

trade data, interest rates, economic indicators, and social and demographic statistics, plus data on 

energy, environmental protection, agriculture and fisheries, crime, and much, much more. 

LexisNexis Statistical Insight  Modules  
The next few paragraphs discuss the modules that comprise Statistical Insight and should be of interest 

to librarians and others that subscribe to the application: Tables CollectionϰΣ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ LexisNexis 

Statistical Insight to function, and the optional Abstracts Modules.  The data your users are able to 

access through LexisNexis Statistical Insight is determined by the modules included in your subscription. 

Tables CollectionΆ  

¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ Tables Collectionϰ enables you to access tables with a simple search interface and 

powerful table-level indexing, with 130,000 additional tables being added to the service every year. 

For a complete list of the sources from which the tables are drawn, visit our Web site at 

www.lexisnexis.com/academic/1univ/stat/ 

Abstract Modules  

Three optional abstracts modules titled American Statistics Index (ASI), Statistical Reference Index 

(SRI), and Index to International Statistics (IIS) are electronic versions of their print counterparts. For 

ease of use, our editors apply the same CIS bibliographic control processes to both the electronic and 

print versions of all three Abstracts. These statistical finding aids have long been recognized as the best 

tools available for researchers working with statistical publications. 

¶ Federal Sources: American Statistics Index (ASI). ¢ƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 

important and prolific publisher of statistics. ASI indexes and abstracts statistical data published 

by all branches and agencies of the federal government, including both depository and non-

depository publications. ASI includes federal agency publications that contain social, economic, 

demographic, or natural resources data, and a selection of publications with scientific and 

technical data. 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Ginger%20McClendon/My%20Documents/www.lexisnexis.com/academic/1univ/stat/


LexisNexis Statistical Insight Guidebook  Section 2: About LexisNexis 
Statistical Insight 

Page | 7  
 

www.lexisnexis.com/academic/1univ/stat/ 

¶ State and Private Sector Sources: Statistical Reference Index (SRI) identifies statistical data 

published by consumer and trade magazines, private organizations, state government agencies, 

business organizations, independent research organizations, and universities and affiliated 

research centers. Publications covered by SRI contain important statistics on business, industry 

and finance, general economic conditions, government programs and politics. 

¶ International Intergovernmental Organizations: Index to International Statistics (IIS) covers 

statistical publications of international intergovernmental organizations (IGOs). These 

publications are an essential source of basic information on the population, business and 

financial activities, foreign trade, education, health, and other economic, demographic, and 

political characteristics of nations and world regions. IIS provides a master guide and index to 

approximately 100 organizations, including the United Nations system, the Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and Development, the European Union, development banks, and other 

important inter-governmental organizations. 

By searching abstracts, you can learn about the existence and coverage of statistics that may not be 

available in full text on LexisNexis Statistical Insights, but that are available in your library (or from other 

sources.) 

Statistical Data Sets 

Created and developed by Conquest Systems, Inc., LexisNexis Statistical DataSets ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ 

collection of organized statistical data.  

Unlike other data aggregation tools, LexisNexis Statistical DataSets offers:  

ω Highly interactive data visualization, including interactive maps, trends and rankings.  

ω The ability to compare data from different datasets and publishers.  

ω Ultra-fast data relationships discovery.  

ω Instant access to more than 500 datasets.  

ω Options to export into MS Excel, XML, PDF, Shape Files and Reference Management Tools.  

With LexisNexis Statistical DataSets, you can easily view same-period-last-year comparisons, instantly 

view detailed maps, and track the indicators important to you across organizational units and for user-

defined time periods. 

Scope and depth of LexisNexis Statistical Insight  
The scope and depth of LexisNexis Statistical Insight are unprecedented. With one search, you can 

examine the statistical output from a vast number of sources ς more than 200 federal agencies, 50 state 

governments, 100 international intergovernmental organizations, and 500 private and academic 

sourcesςςall through one query. No other service comes close. 
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Your search will examine a vast number of tables and titles. Three types of content are available: 

¶ Indexed tables 

¶ Full-text titles 

¶ Abstracted and Indexed titlesςςAbstract Modules 

Indexed tables provide the following information: 

¶ A breakdown by source of the indexed tables provided in   the Tables Collectionϰ. 

¶ A breakdown by source of the full-text titles also provided in the ϰ 

¶ A breakdown by source of the abstracted and indexed titles provided in the Abstract 

Modules. 

 The table below highlights the functionality available in Statistical Insight and DataSets.  

 

Figure 1: Details about Statistical Insight and Statistical DataSets 
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Figure 2: Annual Growth Rate 

How long  are documents kept?  
The documents in LexisNexis Statistical Insight are there when you need them. Key documents are 

ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ Řŀǘŀ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭ ǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ 

graphics in formats that suit your needs: 

¶ GIF images of all tables; 

¶ PDF versions of the full text of statistical sources 

¶ Spreadsheets for approximately 20 percent of the tables so users can easily manipulate 

data. 

LexisNexis Statistical Insight ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅΩve disappeared from agency 

and other Web sites. It is the only digital archive of its kind. As a result, LexisNexis Statistical Insight is 

your best choice for comprehensive, authentic, and reliable access to federal, state, and international 

statistical publications. 

7ÈÁÔȭs new in this release  
The redesigned LexisNexis Statistical product, now called LexisNexis Statistical Insight, features several 

major improvements that enhance how users interact with and experience the product. 

¶ A one-search solution: You can search all of the content ς statistical publications from the three 

main products, tables, and DataSets ς from the same form, with a single search.  
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¶ Faceted search results: Data can be filtered by data breakdowns (by age, by sex, etc.), issuing 

source, geographic area, subject (using the existing indexing vocabulary), data date, and the 

presence of full text (spreadsheets, PDF documents, GIF table images, and DataSets).  

¶ Improved relevance ranking: Search results are ranked based on careful weighting of the XML 

content ς occurrences of search terms in titles, indexing notations of content, and the first 

paragraph of the abstract are given the most weight.  

¶ Unrestricted search size: Restrictions on the size of a search set have been removed, with the 

faceted results helping users to drill into and narrow down results.  

¶ DataSets Integration:   A Statistical Insight basic search covers all our statistical modules; that is, 

you do one search of publication abstracts, tables metadata, and datasets metadata (names of 

indicators and datasets, and the citation records.)  In the next month or two, we will add cross-

references between statistical documents abstracted in ASI, IIS, and SRI and the matching 

source data presented in DataSets, and integrated searching ς all will be retrievable in the same 

search set.  

¶ User Accounts: Users can create an account so the system can recall and display their search 

history, and retrieve a particular document, table, or dataset. Users do not have to create an 

account to use the product; this is an optional enhancement available to help more advanced 

and frequent users.  

¶ Prior Editions: This feature provides a global view of a serial publication. Users can call up a list 

of all publications covered since the 1970s, then link to the abstracts. At the parent abstract 

level, the list includes all the reports in a series that we have ever covered and all the periodical 

articles and features we have ever covered.  

¶ Batch Export Options: With batch export, users can export the items they have checked in the 

Search Results list. They can print formatted bibliographic citations (APA format, for now), print 

an abbreviated abstract or the whole abstract, email up to 20 items, or export to EndNote or 

RefWorks. The email page provides live links to the abstracts and full texts.  

¶ More frequent updates: New data is loaded weekly, instead of monthly. 

More resources  
If you need help with LexisNexis Statistical Insight beyond what this guidebook provides, start with the 

LexisNexis Wiki, available from this application when you click on Research Guide in the upper corner of 

any page. 

Among other things, the Wiki contains access to knowledge base articles, a glossary of statistical terms, 

and technical support.  Additionally, LexisNexis Academic and Library Solutions is on Facebook, Twitter, 

and Delicious. 
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Section 3. Getting Started  

A tour of Statistical Insight ȭÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÐÁÇÅ 
{ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ LƴǎƛƎƘǘΩǎ interface is easy to understand and use. As shown in Figure 3 below, the home page 

consists of seven major sections:   

1. User profile: Open, use and close your user profile 

2. Facets: Filter a search by various dimensions and filters 

3. Search details: View the list of records returned in your search in the form of a Document List. 

Search box: Type a query 

4. Output:  Print, email or export records 

5. Related subscriptions: Access  other LexisNexis products ς Datasets, Congressional and 

Scholastic 

6. Help:  Access the research guide and online help. 

7. Basic Search/Advanced Search: Toggle between these two options.  

 

Figure 3: Landing page 
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Creating a user profile  
When you access Statistical Insight ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ōȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǳǎŜǊ 

profile.  

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƻǇǘƛƻƴŀƭΤ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊ Ƙŀve to log in to use the application. But creating and 

using a profile will improve your experience and help take some of the strain out of your research by 

enabling you to save any searches you create and easily return to them later.  

The sole purpose of the profile is to save searches; Statistical Insight does not collect any information 

about you or how you use the application. 

To create your profile: 

1. Click Open Optional User Profile on the top left of the home page.  

2. Click Create Profile. 

3. Enter a valid email address. This is the address we will use to send your password to you if you 

ever forget it. 

4. Type a password and retype it to confirm that you entered it correctly. There are no restrictions 

on how long your password has to be or any characters you caƴ ƻǊ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳǎŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 

passwords are case-sensitive. 

5. Click Go. 

Logging in  to your profile  
To log in: 

¶ Click Login to Profile, enter your email address and 

password, and click Go. 

If you forget your password  
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉŀǎǎǿƻrd, we can email 

it to the email address you provided when you created your 

profile.  

To have your password emailed you: 

¶ Click the Forgot Password link under Open Optional User Profile.  

If you no longer have access to the email account you used to set up ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ 

new profile. 

Remember to close your user profile 

ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ LŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 

uses your profile accidentally, he or she 

will not be able to return to any 

searches they may save, and they may 

inadvertently delete your saved 

searches. 
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Planning your query  
¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ Statistical 

LƴǎƛƎƘǘΩǎ interface to hone your results.  You can take several different approaches to accomplish this:  

¶ Using the Basic Search as a starting point. (Learn how to use the Basic Search box beginning on 

page 22) 

¶ Use type-ahead (also known as auto-complete) and subject/ index terms to re-define your query 

terms.  Learn more about type-ahead beginning on page Error! Bookmark not defined.) 

¶ Writing a Boolean statement in Basic Search (Learn how to write a Boolean statement 

beginning on page 23) 

¶ Writing a complex search in Advanced Search (Learn how to use how to use the Advanced 

Search feature beginning on page 23) 

¶ Writing an incremental search using Facets, Data Breakdowns and Filters, or a combination of 

these (Learn how to use these features beginning on page 28) 

Here are some suggested basic steps to use: 

1. Settle on the terms you want to search on. 

2. Decide if you need a basic search or a more advanced search. 

3. Write the query 

4. Decide what, if any filters (called Facets)  or data breakdowns you need to get the most focused 

results. 

5. Apply the filters or breakdowns. 

Settle on the terms you want to se arch on.  

Bȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǉǳŜǊƛŜǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ 

consider a common topic of interest:  recent statistics for drunk driving in a specific state. For our 

ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǳǎŜ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΦ  

Decide if you need a basic search or a more complex search 

A typical approach would be to begin with a query using the Basic Search box.  

Write the query  

You might begin by typing one of the following queries: driving while intoxicated, driving under the 

influence, drunkŜƴ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΣ ŘǊǳƴƪ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΣ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ !b5 ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ άŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΦέ 

Here are the results you may get: 

Search term Number of results First result returned 
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Search term Number of results First result returned 
driving while intoxicated 3,864 An abstract,  State- and Sex-Specific 

Prevalence of Selected 
Characteristics: Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance System, 1996-97, 
published in 2000 

driving under the influence 453 An abstract, Idaho Traffic Crashes, 

2008, published in 2009 

drunken driving 11 An abstract, full ςtext document and 
tables, New Jersey State Police Fatal 
Motor Vehicle Accident Comparative 
Data Report, 1999, published in 2001 

drunk driving 862 An abstract, Youth Risk Behavior 
Surveillance: U.S., 1999, published in 
2000 

drinking AND driving 862 An abstract, Youth Risk Behavior 
Surveillance: U.S., 1999, published in 
2000 

άŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎέ 169 An abstract,  State- and Sex-Specific 

Prevalence of Selected 
Characteristics: Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance System, 1996-97, 
published in 2000 

 

As you can see, the language you choose can influence the number and relevance of the results you get. 

You can also see that, even though the number of results may differ, several of the queries return 

similar results.  To produce a ranking by relevance, Statistical Insight uses an algorithm that considers, 

among other things, how high your terms appear in the search results, their proximity to each other, 

and how often they appear.  [ŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǊȅΣ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴǘƻȄƛŎŀǘŜŘΦ 

Decide what, if any filters (called Facets ) or  data  break downs  

 But since currency is one of your criteria, you want to limit your results to those that are most recent.  

You could resort the results by date (Select By Date immediately under the search box) instead of 

relevance. This puts the most recent documents on top, but the results are no longer ranked by 

relevance.  

Apply the filters or breakdowns  

Your best option, then, is to use the Date Covered slider. The link to it is on the left side of the screen, at 

the top of the Facets box.  

See page 29 to learn how to use this feature. 
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When we click on this link in our current example, we can see that the dates covered by our current 

query range from 1790 to 2025. Use the slider to focus on the first decade of the 21st century. This 

brings the number of results from 3,864 to 1,119. 

We also know that we want to focus on the state of Maryland, so we pick this filter from the Facets box. 

This brings the number of results from 1,119 to 21. 

bŜȄǘΣ ǿŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǊŜŎƻrds that have only abstracts; that, for our search to 

be meaningful, we need to see full-text documents and tables. We select the facet for Full Text (PDF), 

which results in three records, and tǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ¢ŀōƭŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ όōǳǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎύ ǊŜǎults in 

the same three records as the Full Text facet. 

 Using this methodology eliminates the time-consuming task of reading through sometimes thousands 

of results so you can find the exact documents you need to support your research. 

Writing and saving a simple search 
Queries and results are discussed in depth later in this guidebook. In this section, however, you will learn 

to write a simple search, save it, and return to it. 

A simple search 

 

Figure 4: Writing a simple search with type-ahead 

To write and save a simple search: 

1. First log in to your account. 

2. Next, in the search box, begin typing the word School, as shown in Figure 4Φ 9ǾŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 

finished typing the word, Statistical InǎƛƎƘǘΩǎ type-ahead functionality   gives you a list of terms to 

choose from. Scroll down to the subject term School Buses and click Go. A list of search records is 

shown.  
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Saving a search 

1. On the left side of the page, click My Saved Searches and then click Add current search. The saved 

search appears on the left side of your page, under My Saved Searches.  

2. At this point you can give your search a new name by typing in the Search Name box, or keep the 

default name. Either way, next click the Add button, as shown below. 

 

Figure 5: Saving a search 

Likewise, to add another search, return to the search box, type the 

new search, and click Add current search. The number of searches 

you can save is unlimited. 

Click on a saved search to run it again. Because Statistical Insight is 

updated often, running a saved search at a later time may yield 

more results than the first time you ran it. 

You can also delete a saved search:  

¶ Under the search, click the Delete link. 

Your saved searches and last searches 

include any filters you have applied. 

(Learn about saved searches beginning 

on page 24.) 
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Recent searches 

  

Figure 6: List of recent searches 

Each time you run a search, it is automatically added to My Last Search. Up to five searches can be 

stored here. As with saved searches, you can click on any search to re-run it, and again, due to data 

updŀǘŜǎΣ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎ ȅƻǳ Ǌǳƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ Ƴŀȅ ȅƛŜƭŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǘƛƳŜǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǌǳƴ ƛǘΦ 
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Section 4. Search results  

 
Figure 7: The search results screen 

 
Before delving deeper into the mechanics of writing and refining search queries, iǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ 

understand what your search result means and how to use it. 

When you run a search, the results are presented as a list of records, or a Document List on the right 

side of the screen, as shown in Figure 7. This list may span one or more pages, ranked by relevance or 

arranged in reverse chronological order (from newest to oldest.) Ten results are presented on each 

page. 

The search page shows also shows the number of results returned by your query, followed by a 

selection box you can use to change how the results or sorted: Relevance or Date Published.  

Search results are ordered either by relevance or by date: click the Relevance/ Date Published radio 

button to change from one to the other.   When search results are sorted by Date Published, they are 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊΥ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻƭŘŜǎǘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜΣ 
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ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ-determined score that indicates how closely they match your query. 

Basically, relevance is determined based on how often your search term appears in a document, and 

where it appears.  Regardless of the order you choose, the relevance score is displayed with each result. 

Anatomy of a search result  

 
Figure 8: A detailed search result 

Figure 8 shows an example of the first result returned by a query for transportation. 
Looking at each part of the result separately: 

¶ The box to the left of the number 1 can be selected, or tagged (by clicking on it) for printing, 
emailing or exporting to certain citation managers. By default, records are arranged based on 
ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΩ Ǌŀƴƪ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜΦ  

¶ This is followed by the title of publication, the date it was published, the source, and a short 
description, or abstract summary.  If your search keyword, transportation, had appeared in the 
result, the keyword would be lightly highlighted in the summary. 

¶ Below that are up to five icons: 

¶ Abstracts 

¶ PDFs 

¶ Table images 

¶ DataSets 

¶ Prior editions. 
These represent the formats are available for this item. These formats are discussed below.  To view or 

access one of them, click on its icon.  Note, however, that eǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ 

available. This is dictated by two things: The components of the publication itself and the products 

licensed as part of your LexisNexis subscription. 

Abstracts  

Abstracts are brief summaries of a work of research. One use of an abstract is for determining 

whether a particular research article is what you were looking for. In Statistical Insight, abstracts 

contain: 

¶ The title of the article being abstracted 
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¶ The record number: One of the following numbers by which documents abstracted within 

Statistical Insight is cataloged. If you search by document number, there is no need to enter any 

other search terms on the form, as the record number is unique to each record within Statistical 

Insight. This is a great method of accessing the same document repeatedly without having to 

remember a series of search terms. 

o SuDoc Number (Superintendent of Documents classification number) Example: 

HE20.7042/6:995 

o ASI Number (American Statistics Index accession number) Example: 1997-2702-1 

o SRI Number (Statistical Reference Index accession number) Example: 1996-A4620-1 

o IIS Number (Index to International Statistics accession number) Example: IIS 1997 2970-

S2 

o LC Card Number (Library of Congress Card number) Example: 76-641496 

¶ The source: Publisher of the document being summarized 

¶ Parent title: The title of the periodical in which an article appeared 

¶ Publication date 

¶ A summary of the abstract 

¶ A list of subject terms 

¶ A bibliographic citation 

¶ A link to additional details about the abstract. 

[ŜȄƛǎbŜȄƛǎ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ LƴǎƛƎƘǘΩǎ abstracts come from three sources: 

¶ The American Statistics Index (ASI) abstracts and indexes statistical documents produced by 

the federal government. (Coverage from 1973 onward) 

¶ The Statistical Reference Index (SRI) abstracts and indexes statistical documents from state, 

local, university and private sources including professional and trade associations, 

independent research organizations, and consumer and trade magazines. (Coverage from 

1980 onward) 

¶ The Index to International Statistics (IIS) abstracts and indexes statistical documents from 

approximately 100 international intergovernmental organizations, including the United 

Nations, the European Union, and development banks. (Coverage from 1983 onward) 

In addition, LexisNexis Statistical DataSets provides access to more than 500 datasets, offering 

the capability to trend, map, and rank data based on user-defined criteria. 

PDFs 

 With a PDF ς Portable Document Format ς file, you can view, navigate and print the full text of articles 
available in this format on Statistical Insight. A number of free PDF readers are available for 
download from the Web, but the most common, and the one supported by Statistical Insight, is 
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the one offered by Adobe. ItΩǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ !ŘƻōŜΦŎƻƳΦ ²ƛǘƘ !ŘƻōŜΩǎ t5C ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ȅƻǳ 
can also save a copy of the PDFΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ t5C ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ. If a PDF 
reader is not installed on the computer you use for Statistical Insight and you ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ƻƴŜ 
yourself, you can download the files to a portable drive for viewing on a different machine. 

Table images and spreadsheets  

GIF (graphical interchange format) images are most often used to display tables, charts, and 

figures from a statistical publication. GIF images can be displayed in any Web browser or in any 

number of image editors or viewers.  

Selected statistical tables are available in Microsoft Excel spreadsheet format. !ǘ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ 

an Excel viewer to download, view and print these files. A full version of Excel, version 5.0 or later, is 

needed to save the files. Other spreadsheet programs may also be able to interpret Excel.  If Excel or an 

Excel-compatible program is not installed on the machine you use for StatistiŎŀƭ LƴǎƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

download one yourself, you can download the files to a portable drive for viewing on a different 

machine. 

Statistical DataSets 

If your organization has a subscription to the Statistical DataSets service, you  can load interactive 

data for your search result, and modify and manipulate this data.  

Prior editions  

Clicking this icon opens links to abstracts for all previous editions of the same publication that are 

indexed by Statistical Insight. 
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Section 5.  Writing a basic query  
At its fundamental level, the search engine in Statistical Insight is a keyword search. This makes writing a 

basic query in Statistical Insight simple and stress-free, as the system prompts you through the most 

successful keywords to ǳǎŜΣ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩǎ ǘȅǇŜ-ahead functionality.  

How type-ahead works 
Type-ahead, also known as auto-complete, is familiar to most people who use any kind of search engine.  

Type-ahead works like this: As you begin typing your query, the system essentially starts taking educated 

guesses about what you meaƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǘȅǇŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΦ  For example, if you type POP, the 

system guesses that you mean Pope, Popkin or Population and also suggests the top subject terms 

related to each of those terms. 

 When you type the next letter, U, the system is pretty certain you mean population and offers more 

subject terms related to population. hŦǘŜƴΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻre characters you type, the more 

focused the suggestions are. To understand more about how this works, see the table below: 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǘȅǇŜ Χ Χ you get these suggestions 
P nothing 

PO nothing 

POP Pope 
Popkin 
Population 
Subject term:  Pope County, Ark. 
Subject term: Pope, Fletcher, Jr 
Subject term: Population Age Structure 
Subject term: Population characteristics 

POPULAT Subject term: Population Age Structure 
Subject term: Population characteristics 
Subject term: Population Council 
Subject term: Population density 
Subject term: Population projections 

Some older browsers may not be equipped to allow you to make use of type-ahead, but you will still be 

able to write a query without type-ahead. 

Whenever possible, you will find it helpful to select the subject term that is most relevant to you 

research. These terms help focus and refine your queries. 
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Writing a Boolean query  
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƻǊ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ about searching Statistical InsightΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƴ 

application like Google or Yahoo! you already have a good grasp on what to do.  

Like most major search applications, Statistical Insight ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ logical search, based 

on Boolean operators, to expand or narrow a keyword search.  These operators function as connectors 

between terms. The basic Boolean operators are shown in the table below. 

 

Operator Example Result 
AND Congress AND Senate Retrieves all documents that use the 

terms specified 

OR Congress OR Senate Broadens a search to include results 
that contain either of the words you 
type in. OR is a good tool to use when 
there are several common spellings 
or synonyms of a word 

NOT Congress NOT Senate Excludes  a specific term from a 
search result 

Figure 9: Boolean operators 

In addition to Boolean operators, you can also use double quotes around a set of words in your query to 

restrict your results to only those that contain the exact words in the exact order. However, because 

Statistical Insight ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǉǳŜǊȅΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŘƻǳōƭŜ 

quotes may restrict your document list too much. 
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Section 6. Using Advanced Search 

How Advanced Search works  
The Advanced Search feature of Statistical Insight is built on the principles of proximity search. Proximity 

searching is based on what may seem to be an intuitive linguistic assumption: That two terms that are 

close to each other are likely to be related, and that the closer they are, the stronger the relationship. 

Proximity searching uses this assumption to constrain the number of results it returns and the quality of 

those results, by retrieving and ranking the documents returned in a query based on how close together 

the terms in the query are. 

Advanced Search is most useful if you have a strongly focused idea of the kinds of documents you need. 

The Advanced Search feature further improves the accuracy of your results by offering you the option to 

constrain your search to not only the proximity of their terms, but to their locations as well. 

More about  Advanced Search 
Proximity constraints are  

¶ Within three words: Two or three terms must be within three words of each other, in any order 

¶ Within 10 words:  Two or three terms must be within 10 words of each other in any order 

¶ Within the same paragraph: The terms must be in the same paragraph, in any order. 

Location constraints are: 

¶ All fields except full text: Searches all fields, except tables and PDFs. Used in conjunction with 

proximity search. 

¶ All fields including full text: Searches all fields including tables and PDFs. Used in conjunction 

with proximity search. 

¶ Document Title:  The term must appear in the title of the document. Used in conjunction with 

proximity search. 

¶ Table Title:  Opens an option for you to select all tables associated with a search result, or tables 

that match your search. 

¶ Source/Publisher: Any document found by your query must have come from the specified 

source or publisher. Used in conjunction with a specialized dictionary. 

¶ Document number: Searches both the accession number and the SuDoc number. (SuDoc, which 

stands for Superintendent of Documents, is a classification number assigned to federal 

documents by the Government Printing Office). Used in conjunction with proximity search. 
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¶ Subject/Index Terms:  Enables you to type a keyword and then click Find to browse through a 

specialized thesaurus to find subject and index terms that are most relevant to the information 

you are looking for.  

Using Advanced Search 
To access this feature, click the Advanced Search button at the top of the page. 

!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ {ŜŀǊŎƘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǉǳŜǊȅ, as shown in the figure 

below. 

 

Figure 10: The Advanced Search dialog box 

With Advanced Search, you can build three kinds of queries:  

¶ A proximity query   

¶ A query not related to proximity or document number  

¶ A query with criteria that is more complex and specific than you could have easily constructed 

with a basic search. 

Both are discussed in the following sections. 

Proximity queries  

To build a proximity query: 

1. From the first field on the left, pick the locations you want to search.  Location constraints were 

discussed in the previous section. 

2. From the second field, set the proximity of the first two terms you will enter. In the third field, 

enter your first search term.   

3. Drop down to the next line. The first field specifies the Boolean operators. You learned about 

these previously in this guidebook, but it bears repeating here. 

¶ Using AND requires that all terms in the query be present, and that they fall within the 

proximity constraints specified. 

¶ Using OR requires that either term used in the query be present, and that they fall within 

the proximity constraints specified. 
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4. In the next field, type the word you want the first word to be near (or not.) 

5. If you want to include a third term operator, and proximity in your query, drop down to next line 

and supply these. 

6. Click the Go button. 

To write a new search, first click the Reset button to erase the current search 

Writing queries not related to proximity  

/ŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǉǳŜǊƛŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΥ ǉǳŜǊƛŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜǎΣ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘκƛƴŘŜȄ 

terms, source/publisher, or document number. 

Querying for the title of a document or table   

These are the most straightforward of queries of this type. 

To write one of these: 

1. Set the location criteria to one of these types. You can specify just one word, or up to three 

words. 

2. To use more than one term to include in your title, drop down to the second line, choose AND, 

the location you chose for the first term, and the second term. If necessary, repeat this process 

for a third term. 

3. Click the Go button. 

Querying for an exact title you know the exact title of your document:  

In the third box on the first row, type the name of the document and put double quotes around it. (This 

type of query is also possible in Basic Search.) 

Querying for subject/index terms or  source/publisher  

These two queries are similar in that they both employ specific dictionaries.  

To write these queries: 

1. Select either of these location criteria 

2. Click the button separating the location field and the last field on the row. This opens the 

dictionary for that location.  

3. Use the alphabetic links at the top to navigate to your term, and then scroll down to find it. 

4. Once you find it, click on it to populate the last field.  

Writing complex queries  

Queries built with Advanced Search can become quite complex and specific. 
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You may search for words within the title of a document, for example, and also specify that certain 

words appear in the document, and their proximity to each other. Likewise, you could specify the 

document number and proximity criteria.
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Section 7. Refining search results  
Refining your search adds precision to your list of results. Filters are the best way to narrow the scope of 

your search. 

Filters are available on the left side of your screen and come in two basic configurations. The first are 

sliders to further specify dates relevant to your research: Date Published and Date Covered.  

The second way to filter is to use the data breakdowns at the bottom of the filter box.  You can apply 

any number of filters to achieve the strictest criteria you need. Every filter you apply will be listed under 

Applied Filters. 

Filters can be used with both Basic Search and Advanced Search 

Understanding how filters work  
¢ƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƛƭǘŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǳǎŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΦ 

Example 1: Full articles published at universities  

Begin by typing the term Mental Illness in the sŜŀǊŎƘ ōƻȄΦ ό²ŜΩǾŜ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ȅƛŜƭŘǎ ŀ 

relatively high number of results ς 860 at the time this guidebook was written.)    

²ŜΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ t5CǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ŜȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

PDFs.  

From the filters, we select Full Text Type and PDFs.  This changes our search so that it contains only 

results with PDFs, although these results may also contain tables or spreadsheets. 

To restrict the search further to only research published in an academic setting, select Source and 

Universities. Select a university.  

Example 2: Data parsed into age and disease breakdowns, displayed in spreadsheet 

Returning to the raw search, Mental Illness (that is clear all filters in use):  

1. From filters, expand Data Breakdowns By  

2. Select By Age 

3. Select By Disease or Cause of Death. 
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bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 

for.  When we created the second example for this guidebook, the search returned three results, the 

first of which was: 

SRI Health Care State Rankings 2007:Health Care in the 50 United States  Published: 2007, Source: 

Morgan Quitno Corp. (Commercial Publishers)  
State rankings by health-related measures, with data by sex, race/ethnicity, and disease, 2007 annual rpt 

Open the abstract to see that mental health and illness are among the subject terms included in the 

ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

illness. 

To actually see the data available to us in the format we requested, we need to scroll through the list of 

spreadsheets included in the publication. In fact, there are many tables that have nothing at all to do 

with mental illness, such as a variety of birth and death demographics, and even demographic 

breakdowns about how many adults eat their vegetables and get vigorous exercise. 

As we scroll through, however, we also find spreadsheets covering suicides, alcohol-induced deaths, 

psychiatric hospitals, mental health centers, adults with serious psychological distress, and others. 

Applying filters  

Filtering by date  ranges 

 

Figure 11: The Date Published filter 

There are two controls for date ranges: 

¶ Date Published restricts your search to include only the publications that were released during 

the time you specify. 

¶ Date Covered restricts your search to include only the publications with data that apply to the 

range you specify. 

Both date filters work the same way: 
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1. Click the link for either of the data filters.  

This opens a slider with controls on either end, one for moving the earlier date forward and one for 

moving the latter day backward.  

2. Click and drag either control and click OK. Notice how the number of records in your search 

results has gotten smaller and that the date range you specified appears is listed as an applied 

filter.   

3. For example, the Date Published filter in Figure 11 shows a data range of 1974-2006. To exclude 

results that pre-date 1980, click and drag the left control (the square) until the range is 

displayed as 1980-2006. Now, to exclude everything after 1990, drag the right control until the 

range is displayed as 1980-1990.  

Filtering by data breakdowns  

 

Figure 12: Data filters 

As you can see from Figure 12, the categories of data filters available in Statistical Insight 

include: 

¶ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ όά/ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ wŜƎƛƻƴǎέ)  

¶ Publisher (άSourceέ) 

¶ Demographics  όά5ŀǘŀ .ǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴǎ .ȅέ) 

¶ FilŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ όάCǳƭƭ ¢ŜȄǘ ¢ȅǇŜέ) 

¶ Subject. 
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Notice also that the categories of filters are arranged in a folder structure similar to what you would find 

in applications like Microsoft Windows Explorer. Each category (Geography, Publisher, Demographics, 

File Format, and Subject) has a control next to it for expanding sub-items, and each sub-category can 

also be expanded.  

The number in parenthesis next to each filter indicates how many records would be returned if that 

filter were employed. 

To add filters to your search 

1. Expand a category by clicking on it, and if necessary, expand the sub-category. 

2. Click on the filter to narrow your search to the criteria it specifies.   
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Section 8. Tagging, printing and exporting search 

results  

 

Figure 13: Options for outputting records 

After conducting a successful search, you may want to print, e-mail or export your results. Tagging 

citations enables you to choose the most valuable search hits and select one or more records to print, 

email or export. 

 Do this by clicking on the check box next to specific citations on the Document List and the select the 

desired action from the dropdown list in top center of your screen.  

Printing   
Statistical Insight can provide a clean hard copy of the documents you choose suitable for printing. To 

use this feature, tag one or more documents in the Document List and select one of the Print options -- 

citation, preview abstract or full abstract -- from Batch Output dropdown list in the top right corner of 

your screen. This method works for printing one or more results, but you can also print a single abstract 

from the result itself. To do that, click on the Abstract icon and then the printer icon.  

You can also print from within an abstract or PDF. 



LexisNexis Statistical Insight Guidebook  Section 8: Tagging, printing and 
exporting search results 

Page | 33  
 

www.lexisnexis.com/academic/1univ/stat/ 

Exporting  to citation management so ftware  
Statistical Insight is compatible with two citation management applications, RefWorks and EndNote.  

To export to RefWorks or to the local or web versions of EndNote, tag one or more Citations in your 

Document List and select your citation manager from the Batch Output dropdown list. To use either of 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ 

Web sites. 

Emailing citations  
The Output options also enable you to email selected results to yourself ƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 

necessary to be connected to your email account to do this. Instead, the Email option opens a form on 

which you fill out the email address, subject line and any comments. Links to any citations you selected 

are also attached.  The recipient will be able to view the abstract for the citation, but he or she will have 

to be able to log in to Statistical Insight to be able view the full text. 
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